Peritonitis in the newborn--current concepts.
The author provides well-detailed discussion of peritonitis in the newborn and draws the following conclusions. Prognosis for neonates with gastrointestinal perforation has considerably improved and will continue to improve. Sepsis remains the primary cause of death, with necrotizing enterocolitis the most common cause of perforation. The characteristic gastrointestinal microflora and innate immunologic deficiency of this population, particularly in the critically ill preterm neonate, require further delineation.